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The second part in a multi-volume history of St. 
Louis, Rising on the River tells the story of the 
boomtown that rose to become the commercial 
hub and cultural capital of the American frontier. 
While the book is the authoritative and 
thoroughly researched result of more than thirty 
years of scholarship, it's also a work of vivid 
storytelling that will excite anyone interested in 
nineteenth century St. Louis. 

Frederick A. Hodes, Ph.D, is the author of the 
definitive histories Beyond the Frontier: A History 
of St. Louis to 1821 and Rising of the River: St. 
Louis 1822 to 1850, Explosive Growth from Town 
to City. The St. Louis Post-Dispatch has called his 
scholarship “a worthy service to our community,” 
and the newspaper noted that for “students of 
the region who want to delve into the full tale – 
and keep well-annotated volumes as a ready desk 
reference – Hodes’s books offer a thorough 
chronicle of social forces and events.” A seventy-
three-year resident of the city, Hodes began 
researching his multi-volume history of St. Louis 
after he received his doctorate in history from St. 
Louis University in 1973. He is retired from the 
Defense Mapping Agency where he worked as a 
cartographer for 33 years. He is married, the 
father of two, and the grandfather of seven. 

 

“Hodes enlightens all those interested in life in 
St. Louis between 1822 and 1850. It’s all there, 
clear, balanced, and documented; Dr. Hodes and 
The Patrice Press deserve the gratitude of all St. 
Louisans.” 

- William Barnaby Faherty 
Professor Emeritus of History 

Saint Louis University 
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